With a length of more than 1,220 kilometres, the Algerian coastline includes 11 major ports. Each year, Algeria receives between 3,000 and 7,000 ships carrying foreign trade. To ensure that shipping is efficient and safe, This study will analyze the available statistics for a period of nine years (2005)(2006)(2007)(2008)(2009)(2010)(2011)(2012)(2013) and results will include the findings and recommendations on improvements and enhancements to the administration of PSC in Algeria.
Background
With a length of more than 1,200 kilometres, the Algerian coastline includes 11 major ports. Each year, Algeria receives between 3,000 and 7,000 ships carrying its foreign trade valued at about $120 billion U.S. dollars in 2013 (1) . Through the Merchant Marine and Ports Directorate (MMPD), the Algerian government protects its waters against pollution and ensure that shipping is efficient and safe. One of the means used to achieve this objective is Port State Control (PSC), contained in international law and also in articles 61 and 62 of the Algerian maritime code (AMC) (2) .
Before 1995, the port state control and many other obligations contracted by Algeria in ratifying IMO and ILO conventions were poorly discharged. For this reason, in 1996 the Algerian government initiated a radical restructuration of the maritime administration.
That year, the local maritime administration shifted from the Ministry of Transport to the Ministry of National Defence, or more precisely the Coast Guard National Service (CGNS), which was created in 1973 (3) .
In the year 2000, Algeria ratified (4) the MedMoU, thus enacting an obligation to set up an efficient system of PSC. A main goal of the ratification was to achieve annually 15% (5) 
Targeting vessels
How do inspectors choose which vessels to control?
Ships targeted are those that may be substandard, or that pose a danger to navigation, property, human life and the environment.
In the MedMoU region, to assist inspectors to target ships, priority is given to the following vessels (6 Besides that, to have a good idea on how the ship is operating these factors should be appropriate for its purpose. Therefore, they should be changed to encompass the performance of flag state, classification society and ship-owner, the age and the ship type.
Port state control appeal procedure
The This indicates that either the ships target factors are not appropriate, or the procedures were not being followed appropriately. The data also shows that few vessels were detained, and almost no ships were detained after 2010 due the poor professional judgment or perhaps out of fear that the detention.
PSC and the types of ships
The following statistics are gathered for the year 2012 from the Merchant Marine and Port Directorate and shows the inspections performed by category of ship. Table. 2 PSC and types of ships
Ship type Inspections

Bulk Carrier 112
Container 0
General cargo 224
Oil Tanker  30 Chemical Tanker 10
Gas Carrier 11
Passenger 4
RO-RO 6
Specialised ships 18 
Deficiencies detected on Algerian ships
Although this study focused on PSC, to complete the investigation into the skills of the inspectors, we also focused on Flag State Control (FSC); because the same surveyors complete this work. To manage efficiently the human resources available at the station, the inspector works as a Flag State Officer (FSCO), as well as a PSCO.
In fact, because of the number of the inspectors trained and available, the PSCO works also as FSCO but not the contrary for the experience needed before as FSCO. The situation is different in western countries and Algeria must follow the trend in the future. 
Category of deficiencies Number of deficiencies
Certificates & Documentation 17
Structural condition 3
Water/Weathertight condition 3
Emergency Systems 3
Radio communication 2
Cargo operations including equipment - Obviously, the theoretical education received is not enough to ensure a competent PSCO.
PSCO training and skill
The (6) Ibid., (5) 
